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If you would like to receive
this newsletter by email,
please email the word
“NEWSLETTER” in the
subject line to
office@capgrains.com.au.
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* Surgeons who play video games make 37 per cent less mistakes.
* Because radio waves travel at 300,000 km per second and sound waves saunter at 1,120 km per hour, a
broadcast voice can be heard sooner 21,000 kms away than it can be heard at the back of the room in which it

L/‘\a

originated.

You inhale 700,000 of your own skin flakes every day.
A used, damp tea towel can harbour up to 30 trillion colonies of bacteria.
The average person opens their fridge 22 times a day.
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... Don Sampson (2009)
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Manutec is a broad based manufacturing and distribution company
based in Adelaide, Australia. Manutec has two specialist divisions:

1. Trailer Parts
2. Agricultural Components
Trailer Parts

The trailer parts division supplies components to retail & trade customers. Manutec trailer components
are further divided into three areas, Trailer, Marine and Caravan.

Agricultural Components (PRESS WHEELS and COULTERS)

The Manutec agricultural components division supplies specialised direct drill and zero till components to
farmers & agricultural dealers. Manutec components can be used to convert or refurbish air seeders,
drills, combines or disc planters.

by Deb McLucas “Bogandilla’ Dysart

It is fair to say that the farming systems being developed in this part of the world are substantially different
from those in use during the 1990s when | first arrived in Central Queensland. Tilling the soil was common
practice, tramline farming was a thing of the future, and microbiology and its role in the soil was certainly
not something discussed over the back of a ute. However, a growing number of farmers now recognise
that the most important resource we have is our soil and that enhancing soil health has the greatest
potential for increasing profits while at the same time reducing our impact on the environment.
This issue came into sharp focus at a workshop | attended in Biloela recently, conducted by one of the
world’s leading scientists in the field of soil health. Dr Elaine Ingham operates laboratories in countries all
over the world, where the analysis service provided has a particular emphasis on microbiology and what is referred to as the soil
food web. Dr Ingham made an interesting observation, which really made me think about our approach to farming. She said there is
no soil in Australia that is lacking in any nutrient that is essential for growing plants. The problem is our farming methods have altered
the biology in the soil, preventing these nutrients from being converted into a form that plants can use.
Dr Ingham described how mother nature has created a self-sustaining system, whereby a grazed or harvested plant secretes sugars,
proteins and carbohydrates through the roots, which feeds the microbiology which in turn converts or releases nutrients in the soil so
that the plant is able to recover. In our effort to produce more and more we have focused on inorganic fertilisers to perform the role
that mother nature had already perfected. Now we have to learn how to restore the correct balance of microorganisms in our soils so
that we can benefit from these ‘freebies’.
Most soils that have been farmed or grazed in a conventional fashion with the use of chemicals, inorganic fertilisers, and tillage, have
a high proportion of bacteria as compared to levels of fungi in the soil. If we can restore the balance to increase fungi levels we will
go a long way towards improving soil carbon levels and therefore increasing water use efficiency in our soils. Dr Ingham has seen
cases where the balance between bacteria and fungi was restored in the soil, reducing water use by as much as 70 percent in the
first year.
The biggest change that must be made in order to do this is to shift our mindset. The paradigm of chemical and fertiliser farming is
one that must be challenged if we want to address soil health issues. The alternative approach is working with nature and adapting
our systems to enhance what is already happening in the environment. Compost, compost extracts, or compost teas are also
necessary to enhance or speed up the process of recovery for the soil.
We have been moving down that path at “Bogandilla” over the past few years and have now decided it's time to pick up the pace.
There is always a tipping point, where alternative systems gather momentum until they reach a point where the tide seems to turn
and this ‘different’ approach becomes mainstream. | feel that agriculture is nearing that point. | strongly believe that when we make
that move as an industry, the balance will tip in favour of the farmers who are addressing soil health issues and the ‘freebies’
generated in these systems will be a just reward.

PPI and Neta —as from 1 July 2009
Price increases affecting a variety of product groups,

including:-

E2—E9 Metric Pipe PE100
MP Threaded Risers
PM Threaded Fittings
PV Valves

SF Storm & Grey Water Pipe
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